Testing Your Prepositions

The following exercises test your knowledge of prepositions in English.

Circle the letter of the best answer.

1. “Can I borrow some money from you?”

“You’re already in debt ____________ me for sixty dollars.”

a. for

b. from    
c. to

d. by

2. “I thought we were buying hamburgers for the barbecue.”

“Some insisted ………. getting chicken too.”

a. on
b. with

c. to

d. about

3. “What do you think of the
idea Al had?”

“I’m opposed ……….it.”

a. to
            b. of 

c. with 

d. about

4. “I’ll buy the cake for José’s birthday party.”

“And I’ll be responsible ……….. the ice cream.”

a. of

b. to

c. for

d. with

5.“What was your impression …………the art exhibit?” “I thought some of the works were uninteresting.”

a.of

b.to 

c. with

d. at

6. “It’s been raining for a day and a half.”

“If this situation continues, people will be faced ……….. serious flooding.”

a. to

b. with  
c. about
d. by
7. “Can you tell me where a hardware store is?” “I’m sorry. I’m not familiar … this city.”

a. with

b. about
c. to

d. for

8. “How’s your homework coming?” “I haven’t gotten very far ………… it.”

a. about
b. for

c. on

d. of

9. “Bill and Bob look so much alike.” “Yes. It’s difficult to distinguish one twin ………… another.”

a. to 

b. for  

c. by

d. from

10. “How did you change the class schedule?” “We combined the reading class ……. the writing class.”

a. to
 
b. from 
c. with

d. into

11. “Where did you get the name Harrison?”

“I was named ………. my grandfather.”

a. after

b. with 
c. of

d. from

12. “Where does Craig work?” “I think he’s associated ………. the Forman Company.”

a. with

b. of 

c. by

d. to

13. “What’s in the jar?” “It’s filled …………..candy.”

a. by

b. in

c. of
d. with

14. “Did you go to college?” “Yes, I graduated ………….the University of Michigan.”

a. for 
 b. from       c. by 
 d. in

15. “Kathleen is a surgeon, isn’t she?”

“Yes, but her family doesn’t approve …………her career.”

a.from

b. about

c. of

d. with

16. “Where have you been?” “I apologize ……………being late but I missed the bus.”

a.to

b.for

c.by
 
d.of

17. “What’s meat loaf?”
“It’s a dish composed ………….. hamburger, eggs, tomato sauce, and bread crumbs.”

a.of

b.to

c.by

d.for

18. “Can I help you?” “Yes. I’m interested ……….. buying a pair of boots.”

a. in

b. for
 
c. on

d. by

19. “Why is the landlord upset?”

“Because so many people are complaining ………..
the rent increase.”

a. by

b. to

c. for

d. about

20. “What a nice town!” “It’s famous ………… its historical homes.”

a. for

b. with 

c. about
d. by

21. “Do you know why the mechanic called?” “It was in regard ………..the part you ordered for your car.”

A. of

b. for

c. with

d. to

22. “Do you have an agenda?” “No, but the topic ……….. discussion is day care for children.”

a. under
b. about
c. to

d. in

23. “Did they approve my plan?” “Not yet. It’s still ……….. consideration.”

a. in

b. of

c. under

d. with

